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The ruling on touching the Qur*an without ablution (wudu)
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ABSTRACT

This article examines the Islamic legal ruling on touching the Qur’an without ablution
(wudt’) through a comprehensive study of Qur’anic evidence, Prophetic traditions, and
the positions of classical scholars. It beglns by clarifying the linguistic and exegetical
debate around the verse “G55aball ‘2“ 4 Y7 (al-Wagi‘ah 79), exploring whether it refers
to the preserved tablet and angels or to the physical mushaf and ritual purity of humans.
The discussion surveys key interpretations from early authorities such as Ibn ‘Abbas,
Ibn Mas‘tid, Sa‘1d ibn Zayd, and later exegetes like al-Tabar1, al-Zamakhshari, and al-
Alist. The study also compiles and analyzes authentic hadith evidence, particularly the
Prophetic directive in the letter to ‘Amr ibn Hazm — “_ala ¥} o8l Laas ¥ — along
with reports from Companions like ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab and Sa‘d ibn Ab1 Waqqas,
showing their practical application of this ruling. Juristic positions are presented across
the four Sunni schools (Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi‘7, Hanbali), as well as views of major
scholars including Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibn al-Qayyim, highlighting the strong
consensus that ritual purity is a prerequisite for touching the mushaf. The article
concludes that, while a minority interprets the verse as descriptive rather than
prescriptive, the weight of textual proofs and scholarly agreement affirms that it is
impermissible to touch the Qur’an without ablution, aligning outward physical purity
with the inner reverence owed to God’s Word.

Keywords: Qur’an, Mushaf, Ritual Purity, Wudii’, Touching the Qur’an, Islamic Law,
Figh Ruling, Qur’anic Etiquette, Tafsir of La yamassuhu illa al-mutahhariin, Prophetic
Hadith, Juristic Consensus, Islamic Legal Rulings.
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