Foldrid ¥ g F L Q0187 U224 | sl sl

u.’:(f :/J(M‘ 0:'"” uﬁg,}"' L,' 1

Critics and research on the theory of humanism,

in the light of Islam
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Abstract:

Humanism is a philosophical and ethical stance that empha-
sizes the value and agency of human beings, individually and
collectively, and generally prefers critical thinking and
evidence (rationalism and empiricism) over acceptance of
dogma or superstition. Humanism as a philosophy today can
be as little as a perspective on life or as much as an entire way
of life; the common feature is that it is always focused
primarily on human needs and interests. Humanism is a
rational philosophy informed by science, inspired by art, and
motivated by compassion.. Humanism derives the goals of life
from human need and interest rather than from theological or
ideological abstractions, and asserts that humanity must take
responsibility for its own destiny. Humanism is a democratic
and ethical life stance which affirms that human beings have
the right and responsibility to give meaning and shape to their
own lives. It stands for the building of a more humane society
through an ethics based on human and other natural values in
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a spirit of reason and free inquiry through human capabilities.
It is not theistic, and it does not accept supernatural views of
reality. Islam rejects the basic philosophical premise that
humans rather than God are the measure of all things and that
all intrinsic moral values are derived from human desires and
needs. Islam, like other Semitic religions, teaches that God is
the ultimate source of all moral values. Humanistic psych-
ology concepts are too vague. Critics argue that subjective
ideas such as authentic and real experiences are difficult to
objectify; an experience that is real for one individual may not
be real for another person. For this reason, critics believe that
conclusions drawn from subjective experiences are almost
impossible to verify, making research in humanistic psych-
ology unreliable. In addition, critics claim that humanistic
psychology is not a true science because it involves too much
common sense and not enough objectivity.

Key Words: Humanism, philosophy, Islamic view, human

rights.
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